
Goat Gambolings  

We are in the process of re-

placing the system we use for e

-mail newsletters.  During the 

process of removing the old 

system, an e-mail was gener-

ated and sent that notified you 

that you had been unsub-

scribed from our mailing list.  

Please disregard this e-mail, as 

we have migrated all of your e-

mail addresses into the new 

system.  We apologize for any 

inconvenience this may have 

caused you.  Thank you for 

your patience! 

Mailing List Update 

As we experience 100+ degree 

temperatures this summer, 

many animals are suffering 

from the effects of the unusu-

ally hot weather.  This can af-

fect livestock in a variety of 

ways, from decreased growth 

or milk production, all the way 

to pinkeye or pneumonia.  

Letõs examine a few ways you 

can beat the heat ð or at least 

the adverse effects of the heat 

ð this summer. 

WATER 

Although youõll hear it over 

and over and over again 

é the single most impor-

tant necessity for your 

animalõs health is water ð 

abundant, clean, and cool.  

While this is true at all 

times of the year, it is 

especially critical during 

the summer, when they 

are losing more water to 

evaporation.  For lactating 

animals, it is even more impor-

tant to have access to a fresh 

water supply, as water is the 

main component of the milk 

they are producing. 

SHADE 

Shade is another key require-

ment during the summer.  

During this time of the year, 

the sunõs rays are at their most 

intense, and can quickly over-

whelm an exposed animal, 

especially during the middle of 

the day.  Natural shade is pref-

erable ð mature trees that pro-

vide a canopy to block the 

shade while allowing any stray 

breeze down nearer the 

ground.  If no trees are avail-

able, an open structure is the 

next best option.  A simple 

roof will do the trick, though 

when determining its size, you 

must realize that for a good 

portion of the day, the sun will 

slant under a roof, reducing the 

effective size of the roof.  

Structures with one, two, or 

three sides are also effective, 

especially if opened towards 

the east, although they will 

reduce the breeze and tend to 

ôcaptureõ the heat.  For this 

reason, completely enclosed 

buildings should be avoided if 

possible. 

AIR 

 Moving air is a tremendous 

help to animals as they try and 

keep cool.  Obviously, a breeze 

provides this naturally.  Unfor-

tunately, many days a breeze is 

practically non-existent, requir-

ing us to provide air move-

ment.  This can be effectively 

accomplished with barn fans.  
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Healthy in the Heat, cont. 

and face flies causing and/or 

exacerbating the disease.  Your 

veterinarian may prescribe an 

antibiotic ointment or injection 

to combat the organism caus-

ing the disease.  The most im-

portant thing you can do if you 

have pinkeye in your herd is to 

check and adjust your manage-

ment practices.  This may in-

clude lowering your hay racks 

to prevent animals from get-

ting hay dust in their face when 

they are eating, using fly con-

trol to keep flies from con-

stantly congregating around 

their faces, or moving animals 

out of a particularly dusty pen. 

SUMMER PNEUMONIA  

Summer pneumonia is another 

disease that is not infrequently 

experienced by livestock pro-

ducers.  It can occur in young 

animals who are losing the 

immunity from their damõs 

colostrum, and whose immune 

systems have yet to develop 

resistance to the various infec-

tious organisms that cause the 

ailment.  Stressors such as ex-

treme heat, hot days followed 

by a sudden drenching and 

chilling from a sudden cool 

front, weaning, transport, or 

similar shocking experiences 

can provide the catalyst neces-

sary for the infection to over-

come the weak immune sys-

tem.  Affected animals should 

be isolated and cared for, and 

your veterinarian consulted 

immediately to determine the 

proper medical therapy.  If it is 

not treated properly and 

promptly, it can kill swiftly. 

Heat is an inevitable compo-

nent of summer ð and is even a 

source of pride for Texans 

when discussing the weather 

with Northern friends and 

family.  With proper prepara-

tions ð water, shade, moving 

air, and dust and fly control ð 

your animals can not only sur-

vive the rest of this summer, 

but thrive! 

ññññ 

References: 
http://
www.cattlenetwork.com/
BVD_Content.asp?
contentid=327681 
http://
www.merckvetmanual.com/
mvm/index.jsp?cfile=htm/
bc/30500.htm&word=pinkeye 

These come in several styles, 

from the large barn fans that 

sit on the ground and tower 

above most of us, to the ôshow 

fansõ that can be hung from the 

ceiling.  In our barn, we use a 

Schaeffer ôshow fanõ to provide 

a strong breeze through the 

barn.  We have attached a mis-

ter to the front of the fan ð a 

device that is connected to a 

ôgardenõ (or barn!) hose and is 

comprised of a circular piece 

of hose with multiple misting 

nozzles attached.  The mister 

increases cooling by evapora-

tion and can greatly increase 

the comfort of goats who seek 

shade inside a barn.  Although 

goats typically despise external 

moisture of any kind, our dairy 

goats love the mister and will 

all congregate under it. 

PINKEYE  

Stresses from the extreme heat 

and related factors will often 

cause illnesses commonly asso-

ciated with the summertime.  

The dust and massive fly popu-

lation often present can lead to 

the infection popularly known 

as pinkeye.  Pinkeye causes the 

eyes to become red and water 

excessively.  The ani-

mal may blink con-

stantly and be ex-

tremely sensitive to 

light in its affected eye

(s), and may even de-

velop ulcers (often 

milky, bluish, or yellow 

cloudy spots) on the 

eye.  Affected animals 

should be isolated to 

prevent spread of the 

disease, and can be 

aided by providing 

shade and fly control ð 

relief from the light 
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Fall Management Schedule 

by dry or cold weather 

- any new goat introduced to 

the farm (in isolation, of 

course!) 

SEPTEMBER 

* Breed does! Make sure to 

keep careful records of when 

does are in heat and bred.  

These will be absolutely invalu-

able come February!   

* Hoof trim 

* Continue tactical deworm-

ingñcarefully observe with-

drawal times and avoid 

anthelmintics not advised in 

the first trimester 

OCTOBER 

* Hoof trim 

NOVEMBER  

* Hoof trim 

* Strategical deworming ð de-

worm ALL goats after 1st 

killing frost 

DECEMBER  

* Nutrition changes for preg-

nant does (expecting in Feb-

ruary): 

- begin to slightly increase 

nutrition levels ð serious 

increases will commence 

in January 

- begin to transition dry does 

to lactation ration ð target 

is around 3 lbs/day by 

kidding time (obviously, 

this will depend greatly on 

the individual 

doe) 

* Dry off pregnant 

does 2 months 

before kidding 

to allow them to 

rest and become 

strong and 

healthy for kid-

ding and lactat-

ing 

* CD/T vaccina-

tion for preg-

nant does (the 4-

8 weeks ôpre-

kiddingõ administration ð 2nd 

of 2 semi-annual CD/T 

maintenance immunizations) 

* Bo-Se administration for 

pregnant does (4-8 weeks 

pre-kidding) 

* Hoof trim 

Below is an outline of the fall 

management schedule we use 

on our farm.  It is based on our 

breeding schedule ð breeding 

in September and kidding in 

February.  We hope this helps 

you as you plan out your man-

agement schedule for the fall! 

AUGUST 

* Prepare does for breeding 

- ensure adequate nutrition 

levels 

- if high birth rates are de-

sired, ôflushõ dry does be-

fore breeding: 

~ begin to increase nutri-

tion levels 

~ administer Bo-Se 

* CD/T vaccinations (the 2-4 

weeks ôpre-breedingõ admini-

stration ð 1 of 2 semi-annual 

CD/T maintenance immuni-

zations) 

* Hoof trim 

* Tactical deworming: 

- when FAMACHA score is 

below 2 during a frequent, 

regular FAMACHA check 

- 10-14 days after warm, wet 

weather that was preceded 
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Breeding & Reservations 

We continue our unending 
quest to improve our herd ð 
with regards to both confor-
mation and production.  This 
year, we are breeding the Al-
pine does listed below to Cali-
bre ð our outstanding young 
Alpine herd sire.  Please be 
sure and visit our website to 
look at his photo, read his de-
scription, and examine his 
pedigree.  We are planning to 
breed sometime around the 
first of September, thus, are 
planning to kid out sometime 
around the beginning of Feb-
ruary.  We are in the process of 

selecting a sire for the Nubian 
does we are breeding.  Con-
tinue to check our website for 
updates regarding our herdsire. 
We are currently accepting 
reservation applications for 
2010 dairy kids.  For details on 
the reservation process, please 
visit our Reservation page, 
where you will find an over-
view of the process, as well as 
the contracts containing the 
terms we reserve our goats on.  
Reservation applications for a 
specific doe will only be ac-
cepted for does that we are 
planning to breed.  Prices for 

kids at weaning are available on 
our Sale page, in addition to 
being included below.  A $75 
discount is available if you wish 
to take a kid within 5 days of 
birth and raise it your-
self. 
 
DOE: WEANLING $$:  

Alpines:  
 - Kaila  $275 
- Little Bit $300 
- Ruffles  $275 
Nubians: 
- HalleyJo $275 
- KitCat  $275 

http://www.snowdenfamilyfarm.com/herd/our_alpine_herd_bucks.htm
http://www.snowdenfamilyfarm.com/herd/our_alpine_herd_bucks.htm
http://www.snowdenfamilyfarm.com/for_sale/for_sale_reservations.htm
http://www.snowdenfamilyfarm.com/for_sale/for_sale_dairy.htm
http://www.snowdenfamilyfarm.com/herd/our_alpine_herd_does.htm
http://www.snowdenfamilyfarm.com/herd/our_alpine_herd_does.htm
http://www.snowdenfamilyfarm.com/herd/our_alpine_herd_does.htm
http://www.snowdenfamilyfarm.com/herd/our_nubian_herd.htm
http://www.snowdenfamilyfarm.com/herd/our_nubian_herd.htm
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solid definition of life, it is 

really very simple.  Life is a gift.  

God created the first life ð the 

first plants, the first animals, 

and the first human beings ð 

and He is responsible for creat-

ing and maintaining every life 

in this universe.  As agrarians, 

we are the stewards of Godõs 

creation, working closely with 

Him as we nurture the animals 

He has entrusted to us. 

While we marvel over every 

new life each spring, and revel 

in watching the kids frolic 

around the pasture, we are 

enjoying one aspect of Godõs 

abundant life.  All too often, 

however, we forget the most 

vital life we can have ð life in 

communion with God through 

his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  

The most valuable gift ever 

The central goal of every live-

stock operation ð from the 

family with a couple of dairy 

goats for milk production, to 

the rancher with thousands of 

head of cattle who is providing 

meat to the supermarkets ð is 

reproduction, abundant repro-

duction.  But reproduction of 

what?  Well, obviously, repro-

duction of whatever species of 

livestock is being raised.  But 

ask yourself again, what exactly 

is being reproduced? 

Life. 

Those involved in agriculture, 

then, are actually involved in 

the business of life in abun-

dance.  But ask yourself an-

other question: what is life?  

Although innumerable intellec-

tuals have tried, ultimately un-

successfully, to formulate a 

offered has been offered to 

every one of us, and has been 

offered in abundance.  As we 

go about our tasks this fall, 

preparing for the abundance of 

life we will have a hand in 

bringing into the world this 

spring, let us praise God for 

His incredible gift of life in 

abundance, both in us and around 

us! 

ññññ 

òAnd God said, Let the waters 

bring forth abundantly the 

moving creature that hath life.ó  

Genesis 1:20 KJV 

òI am come that they might 

have life, and that they might 

have it more abundantly.ó 

John 10:10 KJV 

Life in Abundance 

Phone: 979-279-3972 

E-mail: info@snowdenfamilyfarm.com 
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Snowden Family Farm  

Our website is 

regularly updated.   It 

has current prices, 

more information, and 

quick and easy 

navigation.   Please visit 

�L�W���V�R�R�Q���«���Z�H���K�R�S�H���\�R�X��

enjoy it!  

�²�²�²�²�²�²�²�²�²�²  

For more informational 

papers, visit our online 

Goat Library , where 

you can find a variety 

of helpful articles 

covering various 

aspects of raising 

goats.  We are working 

on expanding it to 

include dairy goat 

specific articles.  


